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By PHILIM MOCULLOCH, Eq 
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Fa 
A tiny witling of theſe writing days, 
Full fam'd for tuneleſs rhimes and ſhort-liv'd plays: 
Write on thou luckleſs bard, nor be aſham'd, 
Tho? burnt thy journals, and thy drama's damn'd. 
| | WHITEHEAD, 
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1s neceſſary we- ſhould give. the world ſome _— 
I reaſons for. his! fo—and- upon” E 2A J 


family, 1 is — chin = 5 the ſon: of 
Shelah © Flannegin, an itinerant hay-maker, 
whoſe virtue was ſeduced by his fire Dermot 
Op-; 


* 


* 


= the Enamorata, poor Shelah, big with our hero, | 


* 


; near the Bog of Allan; a 


; | | 
CKSNES N NK N EINE NE NE NE NE NES SE» 
CA NR NM ELIE ILIL I I IT INM NA 
CNX NU NM NE HEHE NE NS ENT NE NE NIN 


- 
.. * .. 
* 
3. 
1 
o , 
4 @ 2 
$ / 
: 1 . Fa Ry | 2 5 1 FO 
1 * as 

* — * 

- 

. Z 

" * 

* 
« * 
1 ww +4 - * y -* Sa # abs R 9 14 p 
- * - [1 
1 * 
18 F . 1 14 «lhe 
. = 1. 
* 


HR . 
* Ps A water 1ympt may anſwer my deſire; 


DIG Come then my Maid, ev'ry verſe inſpire. } 


| Say then, or ſing, how great O'M—— came, 
Sans merit, in the liſt of public fame: 


B | Say 


— 
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. [4] 

Say from what font his erudition flow'd, LE 
Where roſe his genius, where his fancy glow'd ; 
Say in what clime his natal breath he drew, 

And then---the wonder will be nothing new. 


Dull midnight reign'd,---and to each drowſy ſkull 
: Granted the priviledge of being dull; 5 
The ſolemn owl, Terne's fav'rite bird, 
Wide ecchoing o'er. the dreary plain was heard; 
And conſcious ſome important criſis nigh, | 
With more than common hootings pierc'd the {ky ; 
When Sbelab ſore oppreſs'd with grief and pain, 
Near Alan's famous bog did thus complain. 555 


Ah! Denmot, cruel author of my woe, 
Hoy could you ſerve a wretched virgin ſo? 


How 


(5) | - 


Ho could you figh, and wiſh, and vow, and ſwear, - 


Shelah ſhou'd. be your joy and only dear? 

Did you not promiſe I ſhou'd be your bride,  ; 

With many other pretty things beſide TE. | 
Did you not fing, when by my ſide you ſung, 3 
How bange I was, . how fair and young? 

Did you not rhymes, and pretty verſes make, 

And chant em to the bagpipe for my ſake? -, 


But ah | no more you. think of Sbelab now z 


No more to her repeat the tender vow: K 

No more to her you lift the wiſhful. eye, 
Nor claſp her boſom hearing with a fich; n 
Fled from thy Shelab, what muſt Shelah do, 
But curſe her cruel fate, herſelf and you 


7 * 


— 
22 
— 


Curſe the ſad hour, when you my heart betray d; 


The fatal hour I ceas d to be a maid : 
| 2 


(6) 
Nay, curſe the very babe that in me lies, 


And ftruggling to get free, each effort tries; 
While I forlorn, in abje& want and ſhame, 

Muſt even curſe its cruel father's name 3 

That name which, once delightful, ſtruck my 8 
O erjoy d my heart, and baniſh'd ev ry care: 
Compar d to which all other names were mean, 


Fitzgerald, Conner, Donnelly, Maclean; 


O'brien, Blaney, Flemming, Kennedy, 
Macmurdo, Kelly, Doyly, Drogheday : - 
What charm in either of them cou'd be found, 
To vie with Ms more melodious ſound. 
Or when upon the ſnow white paper wrote 
Midſt other names, it claim'd fuperior flote: 
Alike it charm'd the hearing and the fight; 
Twas joy to read it, pleaſure it to write: 


But when in print it grac'd the honor d page, gn © 
What name cou'd ever more the mind engage? 
In lofty. capitals it mark d the line, 
And ftruck the ſenſes like a name divine. ; = 
O fatal name! and muſt this body bear 
Another 1 to increaſe my care. 

It muſt---but ab | its life is in my power; 
Nor ſhall it live, if born alive, an hour: 
This knife, for which its father gave a groat, 4 | 
From ear to ear ſhall cut its little throat. | | 
Then to my own its fatal edge apply 8 47 1 
For why ſhould wretched Shelab live; —ah why ?” 


| Thus Shelah-weyt, and vow'd ſhe'd ever weep, 1 
When o'er her eyes the drowſy god of ſleep _ 


$ 
- 


— be 


Diffus d his opium, hen at length uprear i 
The fable goddeſs of the bog appear lj 
And on the margin of the ſtagnate mud, 

With piteous eye the wretched Shelah view 2 


Whoſe plaintive voice had pierc d - aoddef? f ſoul, 


Then calling her domeſtics of the eg — 
She thus began, when lo the bog-maids all 
Splaſh'd thro the mud, obſequious to her call. 


. 


« This night, quoth ſhe, while yet yon glim'ring ſtar 
Darts its pale luſtre through the foggy air; 
While yet the ſpeckled toad, and croaking frog, 
Inhale the vapours of this murky bog ; | 
While yet the eff and water-newt conveen, 
Deep in the mud, or on the ſurface green, 


n 1 
An infant ſhall be born, whoſe future fame, -* 
Each ſtinking bog and bog-Bouſe ſhall proclaim.” 


This faid, to Shelah from the mud ſhe flew, | 
And ſeal'd her ſenſes with ſomnific glue; 
The bog-maids all furround the teeming fair 1 
And little -A iir ſoon breath d vital air. 4 
So once while Adam ſlept, his lovely bride bs. 4 
Was taken from the tenement his fide. 


The work atchiev'd, the goddeſs wrapt with joy, 
Plung d in the thickeſt mud her favorite boy; 
| Then in the fable Mein BY 1 N Ole 
| And bid the aſtoniſh'd Jog-maids all adore. | 
|. Then by the mothers, {ide ſhe 134 the Squire, N 4 i 
And headlong flounc'd herſelf into the mire. | 
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The charm difloly'd— furpriz'd poor Sbelab woke, 


And to the ſcreaming bantling thus beſpoke. 


«© What power unſeen, unfelt, has plac'd thee there ! 
Some fairy ſure, or goblin has been here 
There muſt be magic in this wond'rous work, 
An infant born without a pang or jerk! 

Yet it is mine for plainly I can trace 
The abe and features o th M pan race, 


Its father's noſe, his eyes, his very face; : 

And muſt it die ? and muſt this fatal knife 
Within this hand bereave the babe of life ? 

It muſt---it muſt.” Ahe ſpoke and look d deſpair, 


When thus the goddeſs of the 60g. F orbear, 


O cruel 


[ x2 ] 


O cruel Shelah / ſheath the dreadful blade, pb | 
The child muſt live and by my pow'rful 4 e Lak 1 4 
Shall twine a wreath of glory round his brow | 
Hah! quoth th aſtoniſh d Shelah, tell me how? = 


III tell the then, replied the goddeſs mild, .. 
But firſt reſolve to ſpare the tender child. eee 36 . - | 
« Know how tot I mY magic pow r WAP d. a ? 


Unſeen, beheld thee— kr what thou had it vow'd; 
With pity mov'd,. exerted all my art, | 


And caus d thee unfuſceptible of ſmart; 
In ſleep to diſembogue the infant here. ; 


Whoſe name the ſons of dulneſs ſhall revere. 


1 
(Saturn y clip d) its leaden influence ſned, 
And gleam' d benignant on his new born head. 
While vonder orb, whom Mercury we * 
Juſt rears its form above the Eaſtern hill, 
And beams ſuch uſeful virtues in his foul, 
That even merits ſelf ſhall ne er controul; 
And tho to dullneſs he ſhall-moſt incline, 

To gloomy thought, -and temper ſaturnine: 
Yer fell from him mercurial theft ſhall hit | 


Some eaſy age and-pafs for flcrling wit; 
For thoſe who deal che mot in witty ware, 


w 


Are often cheated' 1 * 5 


Thus at a time when ſelf- ſufficient fools, 
Big wich the maxims of the antient ſchools 


{ £3} 
When ev'ry {cribbling clerk ſhall rail or write, 
Spite of the muſes and the muſes flight ; 
When critic, prentices ſhall ely fat, 
And judge by Grecian rules of Engliſh wit : 
When ſuperficial bards, a motley train, | 
Take Aristotle's ſacred name in vain 


Or praiſe the ſage Longinus to the ſky, . 
And all they cannot tell for what, or why 3 


Then ſhall this infant bard, to manhood grown, . 
| Riſe o'er their heads, and bear-the palm alone. 


Then ſhall Theatra, ſiſter goddeſs, Sg 
To fue for aid from M--p--y $ abler pen; 
Then ſhall the Ro/cius of that leaden age, 
Or aw'd, or flatter d, proſtitute the Rage: 
| His own dear Shaheſpear lay neglected wn 
Night after night, for ſtuff and plagi 

| C.2- 


Fret, 


[14] 
Fret, ſtamp and ſtare, : oblig'd himſelf to play, bs 


And dearly pay for what deſerves no pay. 
Compell'd to ſeribble prologues, to excuſe 

The dreę 85 and ſqueezings of a hard- bound muſe; 8 
Oblig' d, exert his whole dramatic art, 
Rave, rant, and bellow to fuſtain his part j | 

| Confus'd, abel d, hi pit and boxes groan, 
Muſt ſtill keep raving, ranting, 'bellowing on on: 
Drove to the dire neceſſity of trap 

If e'er the call” ries maſter up a clap I 


By ſome mechanic ftart or needleſs pauſe, | 
Be forc'd himſelf, O fad! to force applauſe, 


And tho' dame ature fever fram'd à man 
To act like him, and keep to nature's plan; 
Yet bully'd, threaten'd, libell'd, kept in awe, 
Drove from his judgment, drove from nature s law : 


Harraſßd 


: 
* 
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(151 
Harraſs d, fatigu'd, reviled, inſulted, tore, 
' Reſcius ſhall yield a while to s power. 


But ſhould he. while ſucceſs on dulneſs ſmiles 
And in the garb of ſenſe, no ſenſe beguiles; 
Shou'd he be tempted from Theatra's fide 
T" explore new projects on the ocean wide z 
What time the winds and waves impetuous roar, 
Be caſt upon ſome Deſert Iſland s ſhore : 

Long may he call aloud, and call in vain, 

_ Fer kind aſſiſtance gets him off again; 
There he may wander with his Pretty Faun 
At duſky eve or azure- mantl d dawn, 

Till want and miſery his cheeks aſſail, 

And make their "OY fade, like violer's 1 + 


vid. Deſert Mand. 


4 The roſes on your cheeks fade like yon violets. Vid. Deſert Iſland, a | 
| blunder by Shaint Patrick, very natural to the author. 


Een . -* 


(6) 


F'en then I'll bring him off as clear as ever, 
And reinſtate him in Theatra's favour, 


But leſt Theatra's 7 "IM ſhould refuſe; 
'The dull productions of his ſhipwreck d muſe; 
III find the way 10 keep him ſtill alive, 
Contrive whatever magic can contrive, 


But what my fav rite bard again ſhall thrive. 


Or if es Feen ſhould rail. or e 
And coward-like attack him in the rear; 
Should they, grown valiant by his ſeeming fall, 
Riſe up to cruſh my hero, one and all; 

His valid arm ſhou'd chaſe the daſtard foe, 
And with redoubled ſtrength return the blow. 


(#7) 


Amidft an hoſt of enemies oppreſt, 
| One formidable bard ſhall rear his creſt ; 
Churchill call d—an undiftinguifh'd name, 


Till then unknown to art, unknown to fame; 


Who with & heart and club of Engliſh oak, 
Shall make Shi/laley quake at ev'ry cn 


Baut favor d ſtiff by dulnefs and by ms, 


Thy ſon ſhall riſe fuperior in degree < 
By art and impadence n maintain his right, 
And put his dread antagoniſt to flight: | 

I ben while the flying foe is n view, 

Shou'd over-rage induce him to purſue ; 


Shou'd A-th-r on the heel of c Hr coi, 42 


RNeſolyd to ratify kis ut doom 
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( 18.) 
And in the famous ditch, where Pope before | | 
Plung' d Olamixon and Smedley oer and o'er 3 1 


* 1 2 3 * — 2 os — „ * l 


Shou'd he with Popj zeal attempt the mm. 
To flounce him i in the realms of filth and ſhame; e 


With cautious prudence he muſt pauſe, thereon, te r a4 

Left with the foe he tumbles headlong down: 1 i 
There wallowing i in the mud as black as ink, 

The more he ſtirs, the more his 1. muſe ſhall ink; A 22 


Till eminent in filth the Naiad throng, 1 4 


Shall chant his praiſes in f ſome . filthy f ſong; © BET Hu = vg 
A 
Shall crown him with a diadem c of — 125 : Fe 1 . 
> pluck'd from nat the grab, 
A Pays * which the.rubb'd the infant 8 face; 1 5 F 
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A plant whoſe efficacious quintefſence 


| by a milder name, 
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